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The Distinguished Service Plague
Clare AdamusRockford

growing change

TEACHER INTERN ESTABLISHES RECYCLING PROGRAM
N DETROIT SCHOOL, INSPIRES ACTIVISM

Evi
School collects three 96-gallon bins full
of paper that's sent to be recycled

¥ week, Maybury Elementary

A few months ago, students and
staff at the southwest Detroit school
didn't think they could ever fill the giant
TS

cont.

And at the beginning of the school
year, one particularly green—and
Michigan State University
teaching intern was carting boxes of re-
cycling from Maybury to her Dearborn
home with much bigger plans in mind.
Clare Adamus didn't let limited
school resources, or even the College

determined

of Education inte

hip's time-
conswning requirements,

keep her from implementing a sustain
able school-wide recycling program in
an environment where survival must
come first for most families.

She embedded ecological issues
into the curriculum of her third grade
b
ism down the schoo! hallways and into

ngual classroom, influencing activ-

children'’s homes.

> NICOLE GEARY

“I really want to empower the
students so they feel that they can effect
change in their community, Adamus

said. “It is important for them to learn
that even at 8 or 9 years old, they do
have a volce”

The program began with a simple box for
gathering recyclable items in room 101,
Noticing students’ interest, Adamus
decided to design and implement a lan-
guage arts unit using read
about protecting the planet. Soon, her
collaborating teacher Irma Arias said,
reusable water bottles began replacing

ng materials
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The Michigan Plaguae
Rohes Hills Public Library




